The foJJy of voting 



1 br ib-LLowmn if a leaflet entitled. '1 .ie ] elly of VmiLig’. 14 wui unbJislijed by Freedom Press 
in ty'AA. Tlitrc s ::all. fain pboLneopy of it in I he lirxi issue rd "Tire Ravifcfl’ in I Q&7. I.jul 

jl i|inilinl;-.luU- it is m.;.| <rlcai L i i;-|.. p;h Li'i ">e Scanned find. bli>uu i up A$ M S uil I ito I y £Jl 

eksdienk' vtrs.oja e.^is.i. laid as i Liive Jiir Leu itmo]i lime on my tii.ndt, 1 ]mye 4ypetl Lhe 
whole ihin-LT out. tor your Tending pleasure. 

I shall jajI. vel=s in Lhe eocniug j;tn“inI eleeLiuu. 

i inn fully aware tbs.1 1 hi?- will be of little cnnscqucnec -:n tir as, "ho result of die touted k 
ctmecmpd, and thai if; one of [he reasons Sir net yptiiiig'. 

Li jL 1 have Oliuer JuaiOlt:, diiif idling th&Bl bs-ijlt: Ltuil I iki tlOl believe 1:L 3£iv^rtilIlje:Ll by I lie 
"lainrity, nm the- mhinrity e ther. 

T ylri iiol bflic^ in guv.'t-inv.nl *1 ntl 

The bill lot system nt ervcniment if. a. dismal thiliinc. oven supposing ir, ter a moment, in lie 
Hgil in liheory 

Thua. some of those who seek c'ecinn tin so either tor tvToc-t emolumentF. they hope co gain, 
or indirectly io advrnce llrc-ir ovvjj ioLeresES; Laid satisfy tinea vatsily. 5^.cb men will ujl>l 
tocrif.c* Lineir qwjs ends for Lhe public wta L 

VIany .aisflirliiLei aie, b.uvcv.i, in the hcgjjiniii^. laiilv ltonef-1 iVi ihe nnriiv-s aixi imenl iniv. 
l5ul j rniuj whu enters J.-s poLi.Lcid world koon finds ojI lliiiti, uatuk cm i nning , Ly-punky., *nid 
trickery., :ltc freely u^et! hy Iris opponents^ and tn successfully enpe with them bn tmist adopt 
'' V.ir tact irs. 

He thnlrr be is justified hy expediency in doing this, aid perhaps h rune fitly believes dial he 
can use Lbest weapons lu go in victory Ebr uj hon-est onute. Bui be it. ndidakeai fraud nod 
fjltiliood ulnl lie vet &feL’/e 3 i-ghleuus end Ik* iillili who uSeS Ukke/y, bvCd LO l-licl-: tiisk 
wrong, is already n rriek'srcr mid is no- better mnrHlIy. rha." he who . ses trick cry tor avovyedh' 

i : if,hiiiviiiir hlL: pi iTpo-ics. 

Hut. ■.mtbiliirir.tely tn^tlic bones - e:ir.didfi".e, roalous. to -the public good, w'io ictii-^^ to =nilly 
'•liimschf with dc^ptioii and fif nef .Hll ihf pnlilicfll forwi anc against him “Ey rcfiisi-ig lo tio 




The folly of voting 

The following is a leaflet entitled, The Folly of Voting’. It was published by 
Freedom Press in 1904. There is a small, faint photocopy of it in the first issue of 
The Raven’ in 1987, but unfortunately it is not clear enough to be scanned and 
blown up. As it is unlikely an electronic version exists, and as I have far too 
much time on my hands, I have typed the whole thing out, for your reading 
pleasure. 

I shall not vote in the coming general election. 

I am fully aware that this will be of little consequence so far as the result of the 
contest is concerned, and that is one of the reasons for not voting. 

But I have other reasons, chief among them being that I do not believe in 
government by the majority, nor the minority either. 

I do not believe in government at all. 

The ballot system of government is a dismal failure, even supposing it, for a 
moment, to be right in theory. 

Thus, some of those who seek election do so either for direct emoluments they 
hope to gain, or indirectly to advance their own interests and satisfy their vanity. 


Such men will not sacrifice their own ends for the public weal. 


Many candidates are, however, in the beginning, fairly honest in their motives 
and intentions. 

But a man who enters the political world soon finds out that, fraud, cunning, 
hypocrisy, and trickery, are freely used by his opponents, and to successfully 
cope with them he must adopt their tactics. 

He thinks he is justified by expediency in doing this, and perhaps honestly 
believes that he can use these weapons to gain victory for an honest cause. But 
he is mistaken. Fraud and falsehood can never serve a righteous end. The man 
who uses trickery, even to vanquish wrong, is already a trickster and is no better 
morally, than he who uses trickery for avowedly dishonourable purposes. 

But, unfortunately for the honest candidate, zealous for the public good, who 
refuses to sully himself with deception and fraud - all the political forces are 
against him. By refusing to be 

all things to all men, and failing to pander to popular prejudice and ignorance, he 
fails to secure the favour of the mass and the unscrupulous demagogue, who 
makes many vain promises, wins. 

The really honest man who falls into the snare of politics ever figures as the 
unsuccessful candidate. 

Political corruption and dishonesty is so notoriously apparent that even believers 
in government, advocates of the political action, are fully conscious of it. Yet 
they go on voting, with the faint hope that, in some mysterious way, conditions 
will be changed, and that, after a while, enough pure men will be elected to 
ensure an honest administration of public affairs. 

Their hopes are never realised. New men are put in and new parties assume 
control, but the same results ensue. The real trouble is with the system, not with 
those who administer it. The very nature and principle of government, of human 
authority, is demoralising, corrupting, and wrong. 

As long as human nature is what it is, we cannot expect men in power to 
disregard their individual interests, nor to escape the damning influences of 
power of their better self. 



The man who votes, even though he votes for the defeated candidate, gives his 
sanction to the whole scheme, and process of election, authority, and coercion. 

I do not wish to be governed, I do not acknowledge, and will not admit the right 
of any man, or body of men to rule over me; I do not wish to govern others. I 
know of no moral or social right that I have to do so, and consequently I decline 
to impose my views on others through the agency of the ballot, and thus set in 
motion; the whole paraphernalia of force and violence 

-policemen, judges, executioners, soldiers, tax gatherers, etc., used to coerce 
others into doing as I think they ought to do. 

I want for every man, woman, and child, the right to govern themselves, to direct 
their own affairs, to live their own lives. This can never be whilst private 
property, the be-all and end-all of government exists. 

Think, workers, and you will acknowledge that it is for the defence of property 
that all this electioneering, this legislating, this making and unmaking of laws 
whose name is legion, takes place. To defend the property you have created, the 
houses you have built, the food you have grown, the clothes you have made - 
from you, the rightful owners. 

And you maffick and lose time and quarrel with one another and act like lunatics 
generally because your masters generously allow you to make a cross on a piece 
of paper; and if you have been good and voted as they wish you to, they throw 
you a crumb from the loaf you have toiled to make and which they have stolen 
from you and you smugly return them thanks. 

Learn to be men, free men, who depend on no master, who feed no idle, gilded 
loafers, who cower not beneath oppression, but who assert their right to life, 
liberty, and all the pursuits of happiness. 

I believe that you can become this; I believe you can if you will, attain a free 
life, socially, economically, industrially, that is why I beg you to leave off 
following the red herring of politics, and instead, to refuse to obey the dictates of 
the gabblers of St Stephen’s and to support the lazy thieves of the thrice damned 
trinity - landowners, capitalists, parsons. 


He who must be free, himself, must strike the blow! 



